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(54) Packaging for long-stemmed flowers 

(57) Packaging for long-stemmed flowers having lit- 
tle or no leaf comprises one or more holders for accom- 
modating water, one or more display elements support- 
ed above said holder for displaying the flowers, which 
display elements have an upright wall with openings for 
allowing the stems of the flowers to pass through, and 
means for positioning the display elements such that the 
flower stems that extend through the said openings ex- 
tend into the holders. One or more side walls are joined 
to the wall provided with openings, which side walls are 
at an angle to the wall provided with openings and bear 
on an essentially horizontal support component that 
bears on or forms part of a holder or bears on or forms 
part of a part fitted around the holder and increasing the 
stability, such as a container or an extender rack placed 
on top of a container. The support component can also 
consist of flanges which, in the uppermost part of a con- 
tainer or extender rack placed thereon, extend inwards 
from the wall thereof. 
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Description 



[0001] The invention relates to a packaging for long- 
stemmed flowers having little or no leaf, in particular ger- 
beras, anthuriums and arum lilies, comprising. 

- at least one holder for accommodating water, 

- one or more display elements supported above said 
holder for displaying the flowers, which display ele- 
ments have an upright wall with openings for allow- 
ing the stems of the flowers to pass through. 

- and means for positioning the display elements 
such that the flower stems that extend through the 
said openings extend into the said holder. 

[0002] Packaging of this type is disclosed in Interna- 
tional Patent Application WO 00/73171 in the name of 
Pagter & Partners International B.V. 
[0003] In this known embodiment each display ele- 
ment consists of a rectangular tube that is provided at 
the corners with flanges projecting obliquely outwards 
that, for positioning said tube, are pushed into cuts 
which have been made in projections that are oriented 
upwards and form part of a platform bearing on a con- 
tainer. In another embodiment said flanges have 
stepped cut-outs at the bottom and the stepped parts of 
said flanges bear on the stepped outside edge of a vase 
These embodiments have the disadvantage that fitting 
the display elements takes some time and care 
[0004] The aim of the invention is to avoid this disad- 
vantage and to this end the packaging mentioned in the 
preamble is characterised in that one or more side walls 
are joined to the wall provided with openings, which side 
walls are at an angle to the wall provided with openings 
and bear on an essentially horizontal support compo- 
nent that bears on or forms part of said holder or bears 
on or forms part of a part fitted around the holder and 
increasing the stability, such as a container or an ex- 
tender rack placed on top of a container. 
[0005] It is pointed out that rectangular gerbera boxes 
having a base provided with openings and four upright 
side walls are known and are available commercially. 
The stems protrude through the openings and the flow- 
ers are on or just above the top surface of the base In 
the known use of these packagings the boxes are posi- 
tioned horizontally on top of one another and the stems 
do not extend into water. Preferably, use is made of such 
commercially available boxes for the display elements 
the display elements consisting of or being derived from 
these boxes, the base of which forms the upright wall 
provided with openings and one or more side walls of 
which bearon a said essentia^ horizontal support com- 
ponent. 

[0006] With the packaging according to the invention 
the boxes can easily be placed vertically. 
[0007] Said horizontal support component can con- 
sist of a separate platform that bears on a container or 
an extender rack placed on top of a container, which 



platform is.provided with at least one opening for allow- 
ing the flower stems to pass through. 
[0008] The support component can also consist of 
flanges which, in the uppermost part of a container or 
extender rack placed thereon, extend inwards from the 
wall thereof. 

[0009] If the boxes are placed on a platform resting 
on a container or extender rack, it is preferable that the 
platfoim is provided with upright parts to restrain two 
boxes located opposite one another some distance 
apart, the platform is provided with parts oriented down- 
wards to position the platform with respect to the top 
edge of the container or extender rack and means are 
added in order essentially to maintain the distance be- 
' 5 tween the two boxes. 

[0010] The means to enable two boxes located oppo- 
site one another to be held some distance apart can con- 
sist, for example, of cardboard or plastic strips that are 
stapled to the uppermost side walls of the two boxes or 
the vertical side walls of the two boxes. It would also be 
possible to make use of rigid strips with clamping pro- 
jections oriented downwards which are clicked over ver- 
tical side walls of two boxes to clamp them. These rigid 
strips can be fastened with respect to the platfoim by 
means of, for example, an elastic band. The invention 
is not restricted to the design of the spacers. 
[001 1 ] Preferably the said holder consists of a flexible 
bag that is fixed by its top edge. 

[0012] The invention will now be explained in more 
30 detail with reference to the figures. 

[0013] Figure 1 shows a perspective view of gerbera 
packaging according to the invention in the disassem- 
bled state. 

[0014] Figure 2 shows a perspective view of gerbera 
packaging according to the invention in the state ready 
for use. ' 

[0015] Figure 3 shows a perspective view of a plat- 
form used in the packaging according to Figures 1 and 2 
[0016] Figure 4 shows a plan view of the packaqinq 
to according to Figures 1 to 3 without gerbera boxes 
[001 7] Figure 5 shows a section along the line V - V 
in Figure 4, the bottom part of the packaging (container) 
being omitted. 

[0018] The packaging shown in Figures 1 and 2 for 
gerberas or other flowers with long stems and little or 
no leaf comprises a holder 1 in the form of a flexible bag 
for accommodating water, a container 2 placed on the 
ground, an extender rack 3 placed on top of this con- 
tamer 2, a platform 4 bearing on the top edge of the ex- 
tender rack 3 and two gerbera boxes 5a, 5b, which serve 
as display elements. 

[0019] Openings 7 have been made in the base 6 of 
the boxes 5a, 5b, through which openings the flower 
stems are inserted from the inside of the boxes into the 
« water that is contained in the holder 1 . The boxes 5a 
5b are known commercially available boxes which' 
apart from said base 6, have two short side walls 8a 8b 
opposite one another and two long side walls 9a 9b op- 
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posite one another. Incidentally, it would also be possi- 
ble for one or more of the three side walls 8b, 9a, 9b of 
the boxes 5a r 5b not to be present. Thus, a display ele- 
ment can bear solely on the bottom edges of the long 
side walls 9a, 9b, one or both short side walls 8a, 8b 
being removed, or a display element can bear solely on 
the short side wall 8a, one or more of the other side walls 
8b; 9a, 9b being removed. 

[0020] An opening 10 has been made in the platform 
4 and directly below this opening the top edge of the 
holder 1 is fixed to the platform 4, for example by means 
of a ring over which the top edge of the holder 1 has 
been wrapped and which has been fastened to the plat- 
form, or the platform has - bordering the opening therein 
- two L-shaped lips opposite one another, over which 
lips the top edge of the holder 1 has been wrapped and 
fastened by means of an elastic band. Various ways of 
fixing a flexible holder are shown and described in said 
International Patent Application WO 00/73171 . 
[0021] The platform 4 has an upright flange 12 and 
13, respectively, along each of the short and long sides 
and these flanges ensure that the boxes 5a, 5b, i.e. the 
display elements derived therefrom, placed on the plat- 
form 4 are not able to move beyond the maximum pe- 
riphery of the extender rack 3. In order to maintain a gap 
between the boxes 5a, 5b, strips 1 5 are fixed to the side 
walls 9a, 9b or to the top walls 8b of the boxes, for ex- 
ample by Staples. The platform 4 is provided with a 
flange 14, oriented downwards, on the two short sides. 
These flanges extend into the extender rack and thus 
position the platform 4. 

[0022] Various variants are possible within the context 
of the invention. Instead of the combination of a relative- 
ly small container 2 and an extender rack 3 it is possible 
to use a large container. Instead of one or more flexible 
holders 1 it is possible to use one or more holders made 
of rigid material. In the latter case the separate platform 
4 could be replaced by a support component for the box- 
es 5a, 5b that is formed by flanges which extend in the 
uppermost part of the extender rack 3 (or in the case of 
a large container in the uppermost part of that container) 
from the wall thereof towards the inside and leave a gap 
free to allow the holder 1 to pass through. In the case of 
a rigid holder or rigid holders it is even possible to let 
the support component for supporting the boxes 5a, 5b 
form part of the rigid holders. 

[0023] The invention is not restricted to the use of 
commercially available gerbera packaging boxes from 
which one or more side walls have optionally been re- 
moved, but this embodiment is preferred. 
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Packaging for long-stemmed flowers having little or 
no leaf, in particular gerberas, anthuriums and arum 
lilies, comprising: 
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at least one holder (1 ) for accommodating wa- 
ter, 

one or more display elements (5a ? 5b) support- 
ed above said holder for displaying the flowers, 
which display elements have an upright wall (6) 
with openings (7) for allowing the stems of the 
flowers to pass through, 
and means (4) for positioning the display ele- 
ments (5a, 5b) such that the flower stems that 
extend through the said openings extend into 
the said holder, 

characterised in that one or more side walls are 
joined to the wall (6) provided with openings, which 
side walls (8a; 9a, 9b) are at an angle to the wall (6) 
provided with openings and bear on an essentially 
horizontal support component (4) that bears on or 
forms part of said holder or bears on or forms part 
of a part fitted around the holder and increasing the 
stability, such as a container or an extender rack (3) 
placed on top of a container (2). 

Packaging according to Claim 1 , characterised in 
that the display elements (5a, 5b) consist of or are 
derived from open boxes, the base of which forms 
the upright wall (6) provided with openings and one 
or more side walls (8a; 9a, 9b) of which bear on a 
said essentially horizontal support component (4). 

Packaging according to Claim 1 or 2, character- 
ised in that said support component consists of a 
separate platform (4) that bears on a container or 
an extender rack (3) placed on top of a container 
(2), which platform is provided with at least one 
opening (10) for allowing the flower stems to pass 
through. 

Packaging according to Claim 1 or 2, character- 
ised in that said support component consists of 
flanges which, in the uppermost part of a container 
or extender rack placed thereon : extend inwards 
from the wall thereof. 

Packaging according to Claim 3, characterised in 
that the platform (4) is provided with upright parts 
(12, 13) to restrain two boxes located opposite one 
another some distance apart, in that the platform 
is provided with parts (14) oriented downwards to 
position the platform with respect to the top edge of 
the container or extender rack and in that means 
(15) are added in order essentially to maintain the 
distance between the two boxes. 

Packaging according to one of the preceding 
claims, characterised in that said holder (1) con- 
sists of a flexible bag that is fixed by its top edge to 
a platform. 
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(54) Packaging for long-stemmed flowers 

(57) Packaging for long-stemmed flowers having lit- 
tle or no leaf comprises one or more holders (1 ) for ac- 
commodating water, one or more display elements (5a, 
5b) supported above said holder for displaying the flow- 
ers, which display elements have an upright wall with 
openings (7) for allowing the stems of the flowers to pass 
through, and means for positioning the display elements 
such that the flower stems that extend through the said 
openings extend into the holder (1). One or more side 
walls (8a,8b) are joined to the wall provided with open- 
ings, which side walls are at an angle to the wall provid- 
ed with openings and bear on an essentially horizontal 
support component that bears on or forms part of a hold- 
er or bears on or forms part of a part fitted around the 
holder and increasing the stability, such as a container 
or an extender rack (3) placed on the top of a container. 
The support component can also consist of flanges (14) 
which, in the uppermost part of a container or extender 
rack placed thereon, extend inwards from the wall there- 
of. 
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